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Nassau’s Old Place-Names 


I regret to inform you that your 
comments on Mr. Hart’s place- 
names are one hundred percent 
wrong. 

Christian Hook was Oceanside, 
not East Rockaway. Foster’s Mea- 
dow was Elmont, not Valley 
Stream, and Schodach was Lake- 
view, not Rockville Centre. As to 
the rest, Hungry Harbor was the 
meadowland lying north of Wood- 
mere and Cedarhurst and west of 
Valley Stream. Sinner’s Hope was 
the School District 13 area of 
North Valley Stream. Tiger Town 
is approximately the Valley 
Stream-Lynbrook line souh of the 
Westwood Station. Dutch Broad- 
been made into a modern four- 
way is still in existence and has 
lane divided highway running from 
Corona Avenue north of Valley 
Stream State Park westward to 
the New York City line. Grassy 
Pond was the upper five coriers 
of Lynbrook and Malverne and 
the pond existed between Hemp- 
sead Avenue and Franklin Avenue 
up until about fifty years ago. 

Trusting that these corrections 
may be helpful, I am, as always, 


Charles A. Hewlett 
Hempstead Town Historian 


Mineola’s First Courthouse 


My grandfather George Allen 
moved from Roslyn to Mineola in 
1856 and bought a farm there of 
fifty acres at $35 an acre. He had 
a wooden house built, lined with 
bricks, at a cost of $800. Today it 
is occupied by two families. 

My husband’s great-grandfather 
John Simonson was _ sheriff of 
Queens County from 1826 to 29 
when the county courthouse stood 
on the site of Howard Johnson’s 
present restaurant in Mineola. It 
was the scene of many hangings. 
When a new courthouse was erect- 
ed at Jamaica, this one became an 
insane asylum, later an apartment 
house and still later, while unused, 
it went up in flames. 


Mrs. William Simonson 
Mineola 
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‘Winter “Birds on Jones “Beach 


At 6:18 on the morning 

after New Year’s Day 
1954 things were still mighty 
blurry and dark outdoors. I 
could have enjoyed longer in 
bed but, wanting to see the 
winter birds on the beach at 
sunrise, left the house as soon 
as John Gambling had com- 
pleted his weather forecast 
with everything looking good. 


Crisp air greeted me as I 
backed the car from the gar- 
age, a scattering of stars 
twinkled overhead, ard a hint 
of gray showed in the south- 
east. I wore my heavy woolen 
trousers, flannel shirt, sleeve- 
less sweater and_  flyer’s 
leather jacket. I swung on to 
the Wantagh Parkway at Mer- 
rick Road and found the park- 
way entirely vacant—no other 
car in sight. The red, aircraft- 
warning lights at the top of 
the Jones Beach Tower 
blinked dead ahead. As I came 
up above the plume grass 
(Phragmites) at the first 
bridge, I could see Fire Is- 
land Light flashing across the 
bay from the southeast. It 
made a path on the water. 


As my driving lights in- 
cline to the right, I counted 
the rabbits eating grass at 
the side of the parkway. They 
were more numerous than I 
have ever seen. Many were in 
pairs but more often singly. 
Some turned tail and ran for 
the high grass as the car ap- 
proached; others stared 
blankly at the lights, and a 
few kept right on nibbling. 
My count was 39 rabbits on 
the west side of the parkway 
between Merrick Road and the 
Tower. 


The tollgate stood open and 
unattended. When I parked, 
mv lights beamed through the 
underpass from Parking Field 
No. 4 to the Central Mall. For 
the first time I can remember 
the car stood all alone in that 
huge field. 


The sky to the east now 
showed orange and pink and 


Julian Denton Smith 


Secretary Nassau County Historical 
Society 


a very slight easing of the 
black had occurred in the 
west. The watchman made his 
rounds in the Administration 
Building—I could see him as 
he moved from room to room. 
No bird sounds’ whatever 
came to me and very little 
ocean sound. My shoes on the 
boardwalk made more noise 
than anything else. The 
planks cracked and creaked as 
I stepped along. The air hung 
motionless so that the fog of 
exhaled breath remained sta- 
tionery and in lighting a 
cigarette the flame needed no 
protective cupping of the 
hands. 


The sky brightened more in 
the southeast and outlined 
clusters of deep blue clouds 
against a pinkish sky. Fire 
Island Light showed straight 
down the Boardwalk and 
Sardy Hook Light flashed its 
double signal a little south of 
the beach line in back of me. 
The clock on the west tower 
of the East Bathhouse gave 
6:40. I took the stairs to the 
balcony and found the steamer 
chairs neatly lined up await- 
ins the daytime occupants. 
Offshore a small fishing craft 
seemed to appear as a doubt- 





ful dot. He showed no lights. 
More orange colored the east- 
ern sky to further deepen the 
dark blue clouds. The horizon 
over that way rippled and saw- 
toothed with moving waves— 
the ocean horizon is never a 
straight line; it always moves. 

Gloves felt good in the 
chilly air among the dunes 
east of Parking Field No. 6. I 
stopped many times in the 
dunes to see if birds stirred 
or wild life of any sort made 
itself known. I was still too 
early. With the increased vis- 
ibility the fishing boat showed 
clearer. To my surprise a sec- 
ond one took shape, and then 
a third. The ocean reflected 
the sky colors and even inten- 
sified them—the surface held 
so smooth. 

Then I saw a gull appear 
from nowhere and flap along 
close to the water. While I 
watched him, another seemed 
to come into being just ahead. 
Down the beach a few hun- 
dred feet there was more mo- 
tion than simply a wave as 
two more gulls separated 
themselves from the vague 
background. They seemed to 
come out of thin air, almost 
mysteriously. Soon many 
passed along to the west, al- 
wavs to the west. It must be 
that early morning pickings 
are famous nearer Jones Inlet 






Mallards at Jones Beach State Park 
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—probably skimmer clams 
washed up by night tides. 

The sky turned reddish and 
brighter altho I could still 
catch the lighthouse flashes 
of both Fire Island and Sandy 
Hook. In crisscrossing the 
dunes I tangled with a black- 
berry thicket. There was no 
excuse for that as I know the 
location of those vines; had 
even picked berries from them 
last summer. The tangle in 
the blackberries had its re- 
ward—a swamp sparrow flut- 
tered up from the thicket. He 
made no sound, simply hur- 
ried out and on his way. 

As I stepped up on the re- 
mains of Parking Field No. 9, 
the East Overlook—under- 
mined and badly damaged in 
the storm of November 6-7, 
1953—it seemed the sunrise 
could not delay much longer. 
The undersides of the clouds 
everywhere had tinged with 
bright pink and the ocean had 
become a shiny mirror. At the 
east end of the field a man 
moved back and forth sil- 
houetted against the dawn. 
He worked the sand in typical 
beach-combing fashion. He 
stooped down, picked up some- 
thing, carefully examined it, 
dropped it in his change 
pocket, and threw something 
away before I walked on be- 
yond him. 

I waited on top of a dune 
east of the overlook to see the 
sun’ appear. My wristwatch 
said 7:20 as the sun lifted out 
of the water — a ball of fire 
in a swirl of brilliant red 
clouds. The earth was so com- 
pletely prepared and ready for 
the sunrise that it did not 
seem right it should be accom- 
plished without sound effects. 
I could hear Oley Speaks’ 
“Morning” singing in my ears. 

My breath still fogged as I 
watched the fishing boats off 
shore. More of them spotted 
the ocean westward toward 
Jones Inlet. I wonder how the 
operators knew the ocean 
would be safe for small boats 
this morning—they had to 
leave home long before I did 
in order to be in front of the 
beach at sunrise. 

All the boats seemed to 


Continued on page 74 
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(olonial “axes ‘Were “Sough, oo 


WE received your order 
or warrent for ye 
making up and ye sending to 
you the estimate or valuation 
of our towne. And at length 
with care and trouble we have 
effected it: And it exactly 
amounts to twelve thousand 
five hundred and forty one 
pounds XVI s VIII d:” 


So wrote a committee of five 
Southampton men, headed by 
Constable Thomas Topping, on 
September 28, 1675, to “Capt. 
M. Nicolls secretary at N. 
Yorke” whom they address 
as “Worthy Sr” and open 
their letter by politely “much 
des‘reing your good health.” 
This letter is printed in a little 
old book entitled “Tax Rates 
on Long Island—1675 & 6 - 
1683.” 

When I examined it, the 
cover and front pages were 
missing leaving no clue to the 
identity of the person or per- 
sons who compiled it, digging 
out the subject matter labori- 
ously, no doubt, from original 
documents since in several 
instances there are obvious 
omissions, with the notation 
“Manuscript destroyed” or 
“Obliterated.” The forms of 
the accounts, the phraseology 
and spelling appear to be 
faithful copies of the original. 


From these tattered, yel- 
lowing pages can be pieced a 
revealing story of colonial tax- 
ation in the English colonies 
and glimpses into the political 
and domestic life of our is'and 
forbears. The time was a hun- 
dred years before the Revolu- 
tionary War, fought on the 
premise that taxation without 
representation is tyranny. 

The time was, also, scarcely 
a generation removed from 
the first settlements of marv 
of these Long Island “‘townes” 
yet in the letters and notes 
sent with their “accomoting” 
we sense the spirit of protest 
against unduly high ratings 
set by the English governor 


Estelle Valentine Newman 


Editor’s Note 


Mrs. Newman’s article is based 
on a unique document which has 
been presented by Mr. Archibald 
Roosevelt to the Whaling Museum 
of Cold Spring Harbor whose cura- 
tor, Walter K. Earle, is having the 
book restored and made available 
for public inspection. 





and an attempt, either 


straightforward or devious, 
to ease the burden of 
assessment. 


In 1675 there are listed five 
towns in what eight years 
later became Suffolk County: 
Easthampton, H unt ington, 
Southold, Southampton and 
Brookhaven North (Seatall- 
cotts). The Queens towns are 
named: Oyster Bay, Flushing, 
Grauvesend, Hampsted and 
Jemaica. And in 1676 the 
“Five Dutch Towns of Kings 
Co.” present their assessment 
ro'ls, these being “translated 
from the Dutch” and the 
towns named as Middlewout 
(Flatbush), Breuckelen, Bos- 
wyck, Utrecht and Amsfoert 
(Flatlands) . 


Here the property rate is 
given, the same, apparently, 
applying to the other island 
towns. There was a poll tax 


of 18 pounds, mentioned in 
different reports also as“hed”’, 
“heade” or “pole”. Then comes 
the livestock tally, subdivided 
for horses, cows and oxen as 
to age: Horses over 4, 12 pds; 
from 3 to 4, 8 pds; from 2 to 
3, 5 pds; “Yearlings” 3 pds. 
Cows over 4, 5 pds; 3 to 4, 4 
pds; 2 to 3, 2 pds 10s; 1 year, 
1 pd 10 s. Ox over 4, 6 pds. 
Hog over 1, lpd. Sheep over 
1, 8s 6d. 


In some instances an in- 
dividual was credited with 14 
a horse. A few persons de- 
clared ‘‘gotes” and in some of 
the western towns one or two 
“negroes.” Two mills were 
listed in the Dutch towns at 
50 and 100 pounds each. The 
Dutch measured their land in 
“Morgens,” the English in 
“Acors.”’ Some towns describe 
real estate as “land and 
vally”; others as “upland and 
meadows.” 


Huntington had the distinc- 
tion of listing its merchant 
fleet with Capt. Thos. Fleet 
declaring “40 vessels” and 
Capt. Stephen Jarvis ‘20 ves- 
sels.” There is no rating per 
vessel given since the town 
gave its valuation in a lump 
sum rather than by individual 
items. The overall tax rate for 





A 4-year Ox Was Assessed Six Pounds in 1675 


65 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


the island appears to be 1d on 
the pound. 


In 1683 the five Suffolk 
towns again rendered ‘“ac- 
compts” augmented by an en- 
larged Brookhaven and a new 
“Smith’s Towne” with seven 
taxpayers all surnamed Smith. 
In Southampton the “no. of 
Poles” was 144, not referring 
to either nationalities or bar- 
bers, and was the top figure 
in the county. In this year, of 
the Queens towns, “Hemp- 
sted” led in population, 102 
brought in lists and 31 were 
“guest att by ye constable and 
overseirs.”’ 


Our colonial forefathers en- 
joyed one freedom now lost by 
their tax-paying descendants 
—the freedom from having to 
use intricately devised and 
baffling forms when making 
their declarations. The house- 
holder counted his males over 
21, his taxable livestock and 
reported to his “constable and 
overseirs” who in turn used 
any style and manner they 
fancied in sending this infor- 
mation on to the Crown’s rep- 
resentative, “Worthy Sr,” 
“Respt Sr” or just plain “Sr” 
Nicolls or Nichols, who had 
demanded an accounting. 


Some used columns, book- 
keeping style, others boxed 
names and _ tallies. Several 
towns omitted the individual 
census, reporting only “totall 
sume.” The Southampton let- 
ter explains this viewpoint 
lucidly, ‘“‘Wee send you not 
the pticulars for wee conceive 
that would bee but lost labour 
to us and noe advantage, nor 
more satisfactory but rather 
a cumber to you.” 


The Southampton letter of 
1675 is the most detailed and 
most revealing of any of their 
communications, sent to the 
secretary of New York pro- 
vince. They informed him that 
“corne is scarce with most of 
ye inhabitants” and they “pre- 
sumed to write respecting our 
estimate what we have sett ye 
horse-kinde at.” They felt that 
“12 pounds a _ peece” for 
horses and mares was a rate 
‘now to follow is excessive 


b6 


hard and oppressive” and 
“many people everywhere be- 
sides ours, doe soe exceedingly 
complaine—when hardly the 
best will give 4 pounds.” 


So they worked out a valua- 
tion estimate on the 4 pound 
basis and submitted it as 
against the 12 pound one, con- 
cluding ‘“‘that soe, if not with- 
standing, our hon’rble Gover- 
nr shall see cause and it be 
his pleasure to continue them 
still at ye old rate” he could 
add the difference which they 
had carefully subtracted. A 
notation following indicates 
that the Governor’s pleasure 
was to add the difference. 

A postscript was added to 
the Southampton letter, either 
to show that they were still 
loyal Englishmen though they 
‘“iyesumed to question the 
horse rates, or perhaps they 
were truly incensed by Indian 
depredations, of which there 
were few on Long Island. ““We 
are grieved to heare of ye loss 
of English blood by ye crue’l 
damned pagans and_ very 
many are sorry the Indians 
here have their guns returned 
to them.” 

In contrast to Southamp- 
ton’s verbosity, Oyster Bay, in 
1675 and again in 1683, re- 
ported tersely: 


“Oyster Bay 27th Augt 1675 
“Sr—Your warrant we have 
received, dated ye 7th Anet 
for ye sending in to ye office 
of ye sum of our townes estate 
ye wch wee have dun & ye 
estate of our towne is 4900 
pounds: now sent by this 
bearer Mr Shakerly. Not e'ce 
to acquaint your worshin with 
but desiring your welfare I 

rest yours to command 
“Nathaniel Coles” 


Whether the governor was 
pleased by the forthrightness 
and brevity of this communi- 
cation, or whether he pre- 
ferred the laboriously detailed 
census sent by other towns 
we do not know. Did he open 
the lengthy ones, glance at th> 
opening sentences and then 
consign them to a pigeonhole, 


Continued on Page 78 
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“Bear Killed “Boy in “Brooklyn 


CORES of people apply 
annually to Mr. Arkis, 
superintendent of Washing- 
ton Cemetery in Brooklyn, to 
be shown the two-foot high 
American marble tombstone 
that marks the resting place 
of a young boy killed by a 
bear on Ocean Parkway De- 
cember 30, 1878. Mr. Arkis 
graciously drops his work and 
personally conducts them 
about two hundred yards 
along the extreme western 
lane of the crowded cemetery 
to the white, weather-beaten 
headstone marking the inter- 
ment of twelve-year-old Peter 
Stretch. 


“Upwards of a_ hundred 
people who have heard of the 
grave by word of mouth apply 
every year to see it,” com- 
ments Mr. Arkis, “but no one 
knows the full story of the 
boy’s tragic end.” The sight- 
seers doubtless naturally as- 
sume that the bear was run- 
ning wild in the woods of 
present-day Parkville, south 
of Prospect Park. 


It may be a disappointment 
for them to learn that the 
bear was the male of a pair 
of tame, full-grown animals 
that were kept by William 
Thom, owner of a hotel on 
Ocean Parkway. The pair 
amused patrons of the hotel 
by standing on their hind legs 
before the bar and quaffine 
the contents of bottles of beer 
with evident relish. After 
drainins the contents of a 
bottle, the bear would cast it 
upon the floor with a Judi- 
crous gesture of its worthless- 
ness. The female had been 
known to drink a dozen bottles 
in rapid succession, stagger 
about, and finally fall into a 
doze. Upon waking, she would 
carefully inspect the empty 
bottles to satisfy herself that 
there was nothing in them 
and then glance imploringlyv 
in the direction of the bar 
with all the earnestness of an 
imbiber with a vigorous apne- 
tite. Neither of the pair was 


Dr. Charles A. Huguenin 


considered dangerous, but 
youngsters in the neighbor- 
hood who were permitted to 
piay with them were fre- 
quently warned not to try 
their tolerance. 


On the afternoon of Decem- 
ber 30, 1878 a number of boys 
amused themselves by snow- 
balhng the animals. One or 
two of the more venturesome 
occasionally ran up behind to 
rub snow on the bears’ heads. 
The bears became angrier as 
the pastime was prolonged 
and made one or two sallies 
after the lads. At length one 
of the youths threw a well- 
directed, icy snowball at the 
male, delivered with sufficient 
force to arouse its vindictive- 
ness. The angered beast 
rushed towards its tormentors 
who scattered in all directions. 


Peter Stretch, who had not 
engaged in the snowballing, 
was standing some distance 
apart from the other youths, 
his attertion directed else- 
where. The exasperated bear 
singled out Peter for its 
human obiect of attack. 
Knocking him down with its 


powerful paw, the animal 
slashed the boy’s throat with 
its razor-like claws and sev- 
ered the jugular vein. As the 
snow turned crimson with the 
lad’s blood, the bear sniffed 
curiously at the ghastly 
wound and then ambled off on 
all fours. By the time the 
other youngsters recovered 
from their terror and reached 
the side of the prostrate vic- 
tim, he was nearly dead in a 
pool of blood upon the white 
snow. 

One of the boys rushed into 
the bar of the hotel for assist- 
ance, and Peter was carried 
indoors. Before the arrival of 
Dr. Smith, however, little 
Peter Stretch had breathed 
his last. 

Mr. Thom forestalled any 
action on the part of indignant 
residents in the neighborhood 
by resolving upon the imme- 
diate destruction of the ani- 
mal. It was securely chained, 
and for several minutes bul- 
lets were poured into its pow- 
erful body. After the first 
shot the bear strugeled furi- 
ous!y to escape, but it was not 
until the fifth bullet had been 
discharged that the animal 
toppled over a lifeless heap. 





Victim's Stone in Brooklyn's Washington Cemetery. 
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Dudgeon’s Steam Wagon 


Apparently like the old much 
debated topic “Can a clam move 
itself”, the origin of the place-name 
of Buckram seems still to be de- 
batable. I rather incline to agree 
with Halstead H. Frost’s (Nov. 
Forum) explanation. I believe that 
Buckram was a small community 
east of Locust Valley, similar to 
Lattingtown, to the northwest of 
Locust Valley. 

There can be no doubt as to the 
origin of the name of Lattingtown 
which was named for the Latting 
family. Edward T. Latting with his 
wife and six children lived for 
many years in a large rambling 
house across the road from the 
estate of W. D. Guthrie. As a 
teenager I spent many happy hours 
at the Latting home, which was a 
veritable Mecca for the young fry 
of that area. 

To return to Buckram, it can lay 





E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 


Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 


(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 
Visitors always welcome (no 


charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
= Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 


Monumental Work | 


























Service 15% Off 


UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 


Dixon Avenue 





Cash and Carry 
Copiague 
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claim to being the home of one 
of the first, if not the first auto- 
mobile—Dudgeon’s Steam Wagon, 
built and operated by Frank Dudg- 
eon of Buckram. It was quite a 
contraption and as I saw it only 
once, it is rather beyond me to 
describe it. I have always under- 
stood, however, that when it was 
operated on the public highway a 
man with a red flag, on horseback, 
preceded it, warning the horse- 
drawn vehicles of its approach. 
Frank Dudgeon, Jr., who married 
Edward T. Latting’s oldest daugh- 
ter Helen, lives in Locust Valley 
and would know more about it 
than do I. 

As a sidelight on Buckram, years 
ago there was a baseball game be- 
tween its nine and Locust Valley’s 
which was called off because of 
darkness as the first team up was 
never retired. 

Horace K, T. Sherwood 
Long Beach, California 


Sagamore Hill’s Plumbing 


Recently our son took us to 
Sagamore Hill at Oyster Bay. I 
wondered as I looked at the anti- 
quated plumbing why T. R. never 
put in more modern facilities for 
they were widely used long before 
he died in 1919. Now that it is a 
museum and shrine it is just as 
well perhaps that he did not change 








Benefit Bridge For Cenacle 


The Third Annual Benefit Bridge 
for the Cenacle Building Fund, 
Lake Ronkonkoma, is to be held at 
the Roosevelt Hotel, New York, 
Saturday afterncon at 2:00 o’clock, 
May 14. Tickets $1.50. Write to 
Box 187, Lake Ronkonkoma. Adv. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 
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things. I had not quite finished 
reading Bernard De Voto’s “The 
Year of Decision” in which the 
scout Kit Carson is mentioned, 
when I saw two rifles that belonged 
to Kit, in cases, at Sagamore Hill. 
John Tooker 
Babylon 

I have enjoyed the Long Island 
Forum as well as your column in 
the News Review (Riverhead) for 
many years. Mrs. Daniel P. O’Sul- 
livan, Long Island City. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-1688 AM 4-3149 














Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-23 06 


























Your Family History 


Start it now with our Simplified 
Worksheets and Directions. 


Complete Set, punched for three- 
ring binder, postpaid $1.... 


GIDEON STIVERS 
Box 382 Riverhead, L. I. 











The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1 to5 P.M. 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 


Realtors Flushing, N.Y- 








First Mortgage Loans 


Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 





Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


« 23% Dividend 


Insured Savings 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 

















APRIL 1955 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


‘Webster “Went a Sniping 


[NX September 1847, when 

Daniel Webster was at the 
zenith of his political career, 
and but five years from his 
demise, he made his annual 
fall trip to Quogue and Ketch- 
abonack (West Hampton) for 
the purpose of shooting snipe. 
He often found relief from 
catarrh by visiting Long Is- 
land where he more often in- 
dulged in angling for trout 
than in gunning. Some months 
before this fall hunting trip 
of 1847 he had received a very 
beautiful fishing outfit from 
an anonymous giver and had 
written the maker of the rod, 
whose name appeared thereon, 
that many of his friends were 
better anglers than himself 
but that he challenged one and 
all to show that any disciple 
of Izaak Walton could go fish- 
ing better equipped for a cre- 
ditable performance than he 
would now be. 

“My responsibility, I fear.” 
he wrote, “is the greater. A 
fiy thrown clumsily with such 
an implement, or a fish struck 
unadroitly, or played without 
skill, or suffered to escape. ex- 
cept into the basket, would 
justly affect the operator with 
lasting disgrace.” And an arti- 
cle in a daily newspaper re- 
cently dec'ared that the great 
Webster fished with worms, 
as flies were not used until 
later. 

In that letter Webster re- 
veals that his thourhts were 
on Long Island. “If I again 
shall see Islip or Smith’s Pond 
(Smithtown), or the Fireplace 
(South Haven), even if I shall 
set a line, quite alone. at Wa- 
quoit or Sampson’s Narrow, 
my hand I am sure will trem- 
ble. especially when I shall for 
the first time throw a Mav-fly 
to a trout by this beautiful 
gear.” 

It was in September that he 
took his gun to Quogue and 
Ketchabonack. On _ previous 
journeys there he had traveled 


Dr. Glarence Ashton Wood 


by stage from Brooklyn to 
Quogue, a two-day trip. But 
now, as the mainline of the 
railroad had been extended 
to Greenport three years be- 
fore, he could reach Riverhead 
by rail in three hours. From 
there he could go by stage 
through the scrubby wastes 
to the south shore and put up 
at the summer hostelry of 
Orlando Hallock in Quogue, 
known far and wide as the 
Halleck House. 


At Riverhead Webster 
stopped at the Suffolk Hotel 


which stood on the south side 
of the main street where now 
is the Riverhead Savings 
Bank. This hotel had been 
erected thirteen years before 
and was then being conducted 
by John Corwin of an old local 
family. The Quogue stage was 
driven on this occasion either 
by Silas Vail or John Martin 
and was as usual quite full of 
passengers as the railroad 
would not be extended 
through this part of the island 
for another two decades. 


And to digress, when a rail- 
road did finally supplant the 


Continued on Page 78 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
$393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 

Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











Tel. FReeport 8-0495 


PATTERSON - MILLER, 


Inc. 
APPRAISERS 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
24 So. Grove St. Freeport, N. Y. 














Latest Dividend Declared 
at the rate of 


Don 


Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union Savings Bank 








of Patchogue, New York 
The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














That Oldtime Bench 


When I read recently that one 
Long Island community is to have 
leather upholstered seats in its 
new school, it didn’t say whether 
they would be for the pupils, the 





faculty or the school board. But it 
did remind me of when I went to 
school in Southold town a good 
many years ago we felt satisfied 
with backless, uncushioned benches. 
(Mrs.) Agnes Villifue 
New York 








Captain Jim Rogers, Whaler 


The whaling era on Long Island 
boasted as fearless a lot of sea- 
men and skippers as ever sailed 
the seven seas under bending 
spars and bulging canvas. The 
life of many a native Long Is- 
lander of the past century would 
make a saga worthy of Ulyses. 
One such was James A. Rogers 
(Captain Jim), born near Bridge- 
hampton in 1818, who at the age 
of 19 shipped on the whaling bark 
Concordia out of Sar Harbor for 
ten months in the Atlantic. He 
next sailed on the Hudson for the 
Indian ocean, rounding Cape Horn 
on a 22 months voyage which took 
him to New Holland, New Zea- 
land, Rio de Janerio and other far- 
away places. 

Later young Rogers shipped as 
a second mate on the Henry Lee 
for the northwest coast and dur- 
ing a voyage of 35 months visited 
the Sandwich (Hawaiian)  Is- 
lands, New Zealand, Alaska, and 
Pernambucto. From this voyage, 
he returned a full fledged mate 
but a “buddy,” Edward Baker of 
Bridgehampton did not return at 
all, having with two other mem- 
bers of the crew been killed by 
whales. When the Henry Lee 
cleared again, with Rogers as mas- 
ter, she sailed for the north 
Pacific on a voyage that lasted 23 
months. On his next voyage, in 
command of the Phoenix, Capt. 
Rogers again rounded Cape Horn 
and reached the Japan Sea, then 
as now the playground of typhoons, 
where his boats were stoven and 
his boat steerer, George Ludlow of 
Bridgehampton, was drowned. 

In 1849, following another voy- 
age of 20 months to the Sandwich 
Islands, Captain Rogers took pass- 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
teal Estate and Insurance 
185 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho ‘furnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 
Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Rea! Estate, lusurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 











Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shere 














Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 


83 E.Main,BayShore 7-0876 & 0877 


Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Ializ 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 














W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 


Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 




















Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 


AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 





Glen Cove 





HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 





Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave: 
For Westbury and Vicinity 








Floral Park 





EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 





Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 





RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


* BENS T. WEST 





Real Estate - Insurance 
East /ETAUKET 
“oe island, New York 

Py 1.101 Setauket a! 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















age on the Empire City from New 
York for Aspinwall in Panama, 
crossed the Isthmus to the Pacific 
and thence proceeded to California. 
This was during the Gold Rush and 
the Long Island whaling skipper 
left his sea-legs in San Francisco 
to hit the trail as a prospector. A 
year in the gold fields, however, 
made him homesick for the sea 
and, returning to ’Frisco, he pur- 
chased a schooner, filled her with 
merchandise, signed up a crew and 
crossed the Pacific to the Sand- 
wich Islands. There he sold vessel 
and cargo, and shipped on the 
whaler Caravan for the Arctic 
Ocean. 


Back at the Sandwich Islands, he 
joined the Brig Baltimore, clear- 
ing for San Francisco. After an- 
other fling at prospecting in the 
California hills, he sailed for 
Panama on the steamer Golden 
Gate, crossed the Isthmus once 
again and took passage at Aspin- 
wall for New York and his Long 
Island home. Having accumulated, 
besides enough adventure for any 
one lifetime, a considerable amount 
of this world’s goods, Captain 
Rogers might well have henceforth 
led a less strenuous existence. But 
before long he accepted command 
of the whaling vessel Timor and 
again sailed for the Indian ocean, 
touching at New Zealand, Pit- 
cairn’s and the Sandwich Islands, 
thence northwest to the Okhotsk 
Sea, from there back to Sandwich, 
New Zealand and around Cape 
Horn to the Atlantic and home., 


This was one of the Captain’s 
most, successful voyages but in 
1864 he again cleared Sag Harbor 
as master of the bark Union for a 
whaling expedition off the coast of 
Patagonia. Here, according to his 
journal, he ran into the heaviest 
gale of his career. The vessel lay 
on her beam ends with her lee 
rail under water for 36 hours, 
without a sail set and her bare 
masts threatening to snap with 
every gust. It was on this last of 
Captain Rogers’s voyages that, 
homeward bound and crossing the 
Gulf Stream. he came upon the 
steamship Tilly of Nova Scotia 
wallowing helplessly in a heavy 
sea. 

With great difficulty Captain 
Rogers brought the Union close 
into the lee of the Tilly and, thus 
protected, launched a _ boat in 
which the 14 surviving members 
of the steamship’s personnel, in- 
cluding captain and mate, were 
brought safely aboard the Long 
Island whaleship. The Tilly, it was 
learned, had been lying helpless 
for more than a week during which 
seven of her crew had died from 
under-nourishment. The others 
were on the verge of sharing that 
fate when rescued. By the time the 
Union arrived at Sag Harbor on 
August 10, 1867, however, they 


East Quogue 





GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 





Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 








Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 


Garden City 


BULKLEY ¢ ORTON (0. 


C7_ OFFIC 























“Brooklyn and Long Island’s Largest 
Real Estate Organization’’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


PAtchogue 3-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
Riverhead 8-2948 HEmpstead 2-3966 
BAbylon 6-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 7-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Save at Southold 


Latest Dividend 


-_ 
2 
Plus %% extra per annum 
Bank by Mail 
WE PAY POSTAGE 
BOTH WAYS 


The Oldest Savings Bank in Suf- 
folk County. Incorporated 1858. 


Southold Savings Bank 


Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 








Miller Place 


ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road. Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


Babylon ac 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 

















EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Robert A. Dodd 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 


RAYMOND A. SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 

















Real Estate Insurance | 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














INSURANCE 
Ask 


EDWARDS 


The Oldest Agency 
for Miles Around 
Phones 
SAyville 4-2107 - 4-2108 














GLEN FLOORS 


FRED CAPOBIANCO 
Broadloom - Linoleum 
Tile 
Shades and Blinds 
BABYLON GLEN COVE 
HICKSVILLE 
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were sufficiently recovered to leave 
for their homes. 

It was on this voyage that Cap- 
tain Rogers had the rare good for- 
tune to capture a sperm whale 
which produced, besides the usual 
oil, a quanity of ambergis which 
he sold for more than a thousand 
dollars. Following this voyage he 
decided to retire and having mar- 
ried Miss Emma R. Cook some 
years before, he established a home 
in Southampton town. To them 
were born four children: James H., 
Charles C., Annie A., and Wil- 
liam H. Rogers, who became a 
practicing physician at Center 
Moriches. H. P. Horton 


Rare L. I. Books 


Handsomely_ bound copies of 
Onderdonk’s “Revolutionary Inci- 
dents of Queens County, N. Y.”, 
1846, and “Revolutionary Incidents 
of Suffolk and Kings Counties, 
N. Y.”, 1849. Both well preserved. 
Should be sold together. 

“Centennial and Historical Ad- 
dress Delivered at Bridge-Hamp- 
ton, L. I., by Henry P. Hedges, 
July 4th, 1876”. (Pamphlet, con- 
taining also “A record of the 
Soldiers and Sailors, who served 
in the War of the Rebellion, 
buried, born in, or enlisted from 
Bridge-Hampton”. 

“Addresses Delivered at the 
Celebration of the 250th Anniver- 
sary of the Village & Town of 
Southampton, June 12, 1890”. 
Contains historical addresses by 
Hon. Henry P. Hedges, George R. 
Howell, William S. Pelletreau and 
Samuel E. Herrick. 

For particulars 
Forum. 
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Patchogue Cowgirl 


In reading the letter about 
“Patchogue Cowboy” from Lyle W. 
Smith in Evanstown, IIl., it brought 
to mind how my brothers and I 
used to take our cow to “Carman’s 
Lot” and pond just across the north 
end of Bailey avenue, in Patchogue. 
I was in school with Lyle and his 
sister Laura. 

I now live near where he used 
to pasture his cows on Medford 
avenue, and I wonder if he would 
recognize Medford avenue now. I 
am sure the cows wouldn’t find any 
pasture there. 

The Forum is just tops and I 
read everything in it. 

(Mrs.) Jennie Gordon Byrne 
’ Patchogue 


L. I. Books For Sale 


Social History of Flatbush. Ger- 
trude L. Vanderbilt. IHlus. 12mo. 
cloth. 1900. 

History of Town of Flatbush. 
Thomas M. Strong. Illus. 12mo. 
cloth. 1842. Reprinting of 1908. 








Great Neck 

of, LONG ISLAND 
iorth, REAL ESTATE 
City line to Montauk Point. List- 
ings wanted all over Long Island. 
Sales offices at 740 Northern Blvd., 
Great Neck, and Route 25 Matti- 
tuck. Tels. GReat Neck 2-5614 and 

Mattituck 9-8434. 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Want Old L. I. 


580 Sunrise Highway 
Tel. MOhawk 


Maps, Documents 
Babylon 


9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Morigages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Over 100 Years 
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DEPENDABLE 


SERVICE 
TO 
LONG ISLANDERS 
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Mahssau Suffolk 
LUMBER & SUPPLY CORP 
AMITYVILLE ROSLYN 
HUNTINGTON SMITHTOWN 


WESTBURY WANTAGH 
LOCUST VALLEY 
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Long Island Boulders 


The articles on the island’s geo- 
logy by Robert R. Coles were very 
much enjoyed. They raise the ques- 
tion of where is the largest boulder 
above ground on the island. 

Many large boulders are well 
known, such as the one in the 
Northwest woceds in East Hampton 
town that always has water on top; 
the one on Rock Hill at Eastport 
(about 80 cubic yards), and the one 
a mile east of Wading River (about 
300 cubic yards). 


But the largest, that I know of: 


is on Hallock Landing road, near 
the Sound, at Rock Point. It is 26 
feet high, 119 feet around the base 
and contains about 460 cubic vards. 
Parts of it have broken off but 
Hal B. Fullerton took a picture of 
it in 1902 and it appears to be the 
same today. Does Mr. Coles know 
of any larger boulders above 
ground on the island? 
Samuel B. Cross 
Westhampton Beach 

Contributing Editor Coles replies 
as follows: The largest exposed 
glacial boulder on the island is 
probably the one on Shelter Rock 
road, Manhasset. Its dimensions 
have been given (L. I. Forum for 
April 1950) as 54x40x16 feet 
(34,560 cubic feet). Another enor- 
mous relic of the Ice Age is % mile 
southwest of Rocky Point. It mea- 


sures 25x25x30 feet and has a bulk 
of 18,750 cubic feet. 

Other boulders belonging in the 
heavyweight class include a 14,000 
cu. ft. giant 4 mile south of Crane 


ee 
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Rocky Point Boulder, Second Largest 
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Neck Point; one of 9,000 cu. ft. 
located at Jennings Point on Shel- 
ter Island, and one of 8,360 cu. ft. 
capacity that is about 4% mile west 
of Jacob Point. (Robert R. Coles). 
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MORTGAGE MONEY 
HOME OWNERS 








Mortgage Loans to refinance existing mortgages 


or to purchase and/ or renovate homes 














INDIVIDUAL MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Existing mortgages purchased or refinanced 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
RIVERHEAD, 


N. Y. 


RIVERHEAD 8-3600 
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Winter Birds 


Continued from page 64 


have strings out for cod. I 
could now make out the shape 
of the lighthouse on Fire Is- 
land and its light continued 
to flash as I crossed the dunes 
heading toward the traffic is- 
land in the Ocean Parkway at 
the entrance to the bird sanc- 
tuary. A few more sparrows 
took wing as I pressed along. 

A meandering soggv foot- 
path leads down into the bird 
sanctuary. Meadow grasses 
cover the higher area and 
Phragmites has taken over 
the low parts. The path had a 
frozen crust which did not 
give way under my feet. It is 
difficult to use field glasses 
thru plume grass, so I cau- 
tiously eased along toward the 
water and out of the tall 
grass. Great black masses of 
birds rested on the sanctuary 
pond, sleeping, while here and 
there a watcher had his head 
up. I made a careless move of 
some sort and instantly every 
bird on the pond was alarmed 
and climbing into the air. I 
heard a few geese call out 
amid the uproar, but saw 
none. The birds swung around 
the pond—Black Duck, Pin- 
tails and Brant—the feathers 
of their wings rustling and 
swishing in flight. They set- 
tled down again over toward 
the east end of the pond. This 
clumsiness on my part could 
have been very embarrassing 








TEST-PROVED 
(7, LA 


ROYAL-T": 
HEARING AID 


Priced at less than 
¥% as much, but per- 
formance- proved 
equal to 5 leading 
competitive aids 
averaging $268! 

COME IN FOR TEST DETAILS 





Price includes air 
conduction receiver 
and stock earmold. 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


had it occurred minutes later 
after other visitors arrived. 


I retraced my steps on the 
footpath. Patches of flattened 
salthay were whitened like 
frost but when I put my hand 
on the grass it was not cold 
and crystaline but rather 
dusty and powdery. On the 
east side of the path a clump 
of bayberry supported a leaf- 
less, smooth-stemmed vine. It 
could have been ivy, Virginia 
creeper, or grape for all I 
could te!] without touching. I 
have the deepest respect for 
ivy since a terrible siege with 
it two years ago. Shortly an- 
other clump of bayberry on 
the west side of the path had 
the same kind of vine over, in 
and through it. This time no 
error could be made in iden- 
tification due to the ghostly 
clusters of berries clinging to 
the vine—poison ivy. 


A pine-planting landscapes 
the north side of the parkway 
where the footpath takes off 
to the sanctuary. A couple of 
bare spaces in the planting 
offer excellent observation 
points as they are hidden 
from many directions and 
look out to the north above 
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the marsh vegetation to the 
sanctuary pond. Sparrows 
worked in the branches and 
on the ground under the pines 
—Swamp and Tree Sparrows. 
I did not know catbirds win- 
tered on the beach but am 


Continued on page 77 
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“Oracing Some & lues of 1835 


READERS of mystery stor- 

ies are always looking 
for clues. In the same way 
those who study old docu- 
ments in research try to dis- 
cover from them more than is 
actually written. Such was my 
case in looking over a little 
hand-sewed book which was 
lent me by Mrs. Clifford 
Peterman. It was the journal 
of one Barnabas Darling, 
dated 1835, who told of work- 
ing in a shipyard on the brig 
New York, but did not say 
where the shipyard was 
located. 


It was not at or very near 
his home town of Smithtown, 
I decided, as he was paid 
$1.1214 per day and “found”, 
which meant that he did not 
live at home. He tells of not 
working on Fast Day, which 
made me think that the ship- 
yard may have been in Con- 
necticut where Fast Day was 
observed then and for mary 
years thereafter until it was 
finally merged with Good 
Friday. 


This reminds me that when 
my father was attending Yale 
in New Haven, Ct., he found 
it very hard to get anything 
to eat on Fast Day. He was 
very happy therefore to be 
invited to dinner on that day 
at the home of the Misses 
Wheeler, one of whom later 
became his wife. It seems tha* 
their mother spent Fast Day 
at church fasting and in 
prayer, but the girls were al- 
lowed to remain at home and 
have something to eat. As 
that something proved to be 
delicious homemade rice pud- 
ding, I imagire the young 
hostesses and their guest had 
a good meal and a good time. 


But to return to Barnabas 
Darling and his journal. He 
speaks of where he was em- 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


ployed as being a “land of 
steady habits,” which also 
sounds like Connecticut. And 
as Nehemiah Hand, who is 
mentioned in the little book, 
worked one summer at a 
Bridgeport shipyard, I have 
an idea that that was also 
Barnabas’s address. He was, it 
seems, more than an ordinary 
workman as he had drawn in 
his journal the technical plans 
for building a ship. 

Barnabas Darling must 
have also been a sort of phi- 
losopher, for he had copied 
into his book such sage say- 
ings as “Deal justly with all 
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and speak evil of none,” and 
“Give not good advice without 
you have discretion enough to 
take it yourself.” 

Later on in his journal 
during the year 1855 he refers 
to one T. Mathews, who, it 
seems, was Titus Mathews, a 
boatbuilder in Bridgeport. As 
he was the man whom Neh- 
emiah Hand spoke of as his 
boss at that time, this seems 
to leave little doubt that 
Barnabas Darling of Smith- 
town, Long Island, did mi- 
grate across the Sound to 
sridgeport, Ct., to find work 
in Titus Mathews’ shipyard at 
Bridgerort. And it was fun 
for me to work this out. 
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Shipyard Sketched by W. O. Stevens for His Book, “Discovering 


Long Island”. 


Used with his permission. 
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Marble Collegiate Church Presents 
Traphagen Fashion Show 


A pageant of fashion spanning 
time from the 12th to 20th cen- 
turies and illustrating the periods 
of such famous women as Elizabeth 
I, Queen Anne, Madame Pompa- 
dour and Marie Antoinette, was 
presented recently by the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion for New 
York’s Marble Collegiate Church, 
of which the celebrated Dr. Nor- 
man Vincent Peale is minister. 

The showing included glamorous 
eostumes of the past and present. 
On view were all the foibles of 
womankind — the farthingale, the 
panniers, the hoop skirts and 
bustles, the Gibson Girl finery of 
the turn of our own century, the 
flapper’s frivolities pictured here, 
and so much in the fashion news 
today . . . one dress covered com- 
pletely with crystal bugle beads 
and sequins; the other with jet 
black; and both with the long bead 
fringe so prevalent in the ’20’s. 
These glittering formal gowns of 





1925, with a weight of more than 
ten pounds of beads on each, didn’t 
stop the wearers from doing the 
Charleston. 


Clothes of this year, were repre- 
sented by a parade of Spring 1955 
fashions, all designed and made by 
students in the Clothing Construc- 
tion Department at Traphagen. 
The old costumes in the show were 
selected from the more than a 
thousand in the school’s Museum 
Collection, and all were modeled by 
Traphagen’s young women stu- 
dents who use the collection to 
find inspiration for their’ own 
modern designs. 

Some of the museum costumes 
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are always on view at the Trap- 
hagen School, 1680 Broadway 
(52nd St.), New York, and visitors 
are welcome to drop in and see 
them and other art objects. 


Halsey House, West Hills 


In reply to Mr. Jesse Merritt’s 
query in the March Forum, (in 
reference to Mr. R. T. H. Halsey’s 
one time home in Huntington town 
having been copied from the old 
Prince homestead at Flushing) 
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would say that Mrs. Halsey is still 
alive. Mr. Halsey, whose house was 
indeed a copy of the Prince house, 
was the famous Halsey of the 
American Wing of the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art to which insti- 
tution he bequeathed his superb 
collection. He was a partner in 
W. J. Sloan & Son. Mrs. Halsey 
collaborated in his book, Elizabeth. 
Tower. 
Mrs. B. Tappen Fairchild 
Cold Spring Harbor 
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Bailey's Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 


*made available through the 
* Long Island Forum at one- 
} third off the publishers’ price. 


This drastic reduction from 


= the original price of $46.50 is 


made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages. 43 
chapters ard 200 illustrations. 

These handsomely printed 
and bourd deluxe books (size 
8x1034, inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled ky Edwin Way Teale, 
rationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Corne’l zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared hy 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jaconeline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett. Robert R. 
Coles. Halsey B. Knapn, 
Nancy Boyd Willev. Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. AMityville 4-0554 
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Winter Birds 


Continued from page 74 


very sure one was in the pine- 
planting. A fieldmouse came 
from somewhere and investi- 
gated several pine cones on 
the ground, apparently hunt- 
ing for pine seeds. He dis- 
appeared under some _ bay- 
berry. 

I kept hearing voices and, 
down among the pines, I could 
not tell exactly where. they 
came from. Coming up onto 
the highway I found two cars 
parked on the grass near the 
east end of the traffic island. 
One belonged to John Elliott 
of Seaford, the man who 
writes the bird column for the 
Long Island Daily Press. He 
had his telescope extended 
across the roof of his car and 





Godwit and Dowitzers 


focused on the rafts of ducks 
in the sanctuary pond. 

The second car had a couple 
of bird observers with beauti- 
ful, elaborate equipment. The 
lady had spotted a Flicker in a 
tree on the north side of the 
sanctuary. A Sharp-Shinned 
Hawk stood in the same tree. 
We were all interested to see 
if the hawk attacked the 
Flicker. That did not happen 
but might have, had the hawk 





been bold with hunger. Some- 
one spotted Gadwalls among 
the ducks on the pond. A 
Cooper’s Hawk had been iden- 
tified. We saw several Marsh 
Hawks flying low as_ they 
searched for mice. 

How very foolish I should 
have felt had I scared up the 
sanctuary pond in front of 
these bird folks! 

I wanted to time myself in 
hiking over beach sand so 
clocked the trip back to the 
Tower. Left the sanctuary at 
8:45 and came to the flagpole 
at the Mall at 9:25 by way of 
the beach front. The beach- 
comber I had found working 
the east end of No. 9 had left 
a geometric pattern of foot- 
prints covering the entire 
beach around that parking 
field. His footprints in a sin- 
gle line led off to the west 
ahead of me. At Parking Field 
No. 6 five men and one woman 
were combing the beach. This 
was at 9 in the morning! 
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Parking Field No. ‘4 had 
many cars clustered around 
mine when I returned. A sta- 
tion wagon had stopped on my 
left and two couple of teen- 
agers were unloading baskets 
of breakfast and lugging 
them to the beach. 


Being curious about the 
mileage to the sanctuary, I 
drove out there and found the 
meter indicated 3.2 miles. 


Some readers may recall 
Saturday, January 2nd, 1954, 
became a very beautiful, clear, 
sunny, warm day with an 
early afternoon temperature 
within a few degrees of 50. 
The sunrise with all its vinks, 
reds and fire surely tried to 
forecast anything but good 
weather 

Friends of mine reported 
seeing a Snowy Owl at Gilgo 
that same Saturday morning. 
Here is the bird I wanted to 
see more than. any other on 
Jones Beach. 
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“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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‘‘The Long Island Indian’’ 
By Robert R. Coles 
With 20 Line Drawings 

How our Indians looked and lived. The names and distribu- 


Their contribution to our civilization 
and many other interesting facts about those first Long Islanders. 


Send $1 to Robert R. Coles, 7 The Place, Glen Cove, N. Y. 




















LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Webster Went Sniping 
Continued from page 69 

stage along the south side 
there were those who deplored 
the innovation, including one 
summer boarder who claimed 
that as Quogue was becoming 
too full of vacationers he 
would move on to East Hamp- 
ton, and only hoped that that 
unspoiled resort would never 
have a railroad. 

On this visit of 1847 Web- 
ster was accompanied by two 
friends and near them on the 
stage to Quogue sat a Negro 
named Paulus, an employee of 
the Hallock House who had 
gone to Riverhead to shop for 
Mr. Hallock. Also on the stage 
was a ten-year old boy, Ira W. 
Moore by name, who many 
years later told me a story in 
connection with his only ride 
in company with the great 
statesman. 

It seems that as the stage 
was passing through Flanders 
it passed an aged couple, of 
dark complexion, riding in a 
rickety old wagon. Seeing 
them, Paulus exclaimed, 
“Them’s my Uncle Bill and his 
Shinnecock squaw.” Where- 
upon Mr. Webster inquired if 
the local Indians were really 
civilized. 

“Why, sir,” responded 
Paulus. who had meanwhile 
learned the identity of his fa- 
mous fellow passenger, “Them 
Injuns knows just as much as 
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me and you.” In telling of the 
experience later, Webster is 
said to have remarked that 
he wished that some of his 
friends in Washington, in 
passing judgement on him, 
would be as frank as his cas- 
ual acquaintance Paulus. 

There is no record of how 
many yellowlegs and plover 
Webster and his companions 
bagged during their stay at 
the Hallock House, but as he 
was known to be a good shot, 
and as snipe were numerous 
in those days along the shores 
of Long Island, it is presumed 
that he did very well. 


Colonial Taxes 
Continued from Page 66 
a fore runner of the “New 
Yorker’s” “Letters We Never 
Finished Reading Depart- 
ment,” or did he pore eagerly 
over each individual’s account 
and send inspectors to check 
on the dental structures of 
horses and mares for mistakes 
in their age records? At any 
rate, in 1683, Oyster Bay 
seemed even more reluctant to 
provide any details for check- 
ing. They wrote: 
“The inhabytants being at 
this time sikly and not send- 
ing in there lists, according to 
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order, the oversears, ye con- 
stable being Absent at road- 
island did lay a valewation 
upon every man’s estate to ye 
best of there understanding 
according to law 
“Edmund Wright. 
deputy constabie ’ 

This opens up an interest- 
ing field for speculation. Was. 
there sickness in every Oyster 
Bay household? Was it an 
epidemic? Smallpox, cholera, 
a plague? Did the constable 
flee to “roadisland” to escape 
the contagion? The overseers. 
are not named as in other 
“towne” reports. Only poor 
Edmund Wright was named to 
bear the brunt of official in- 
vestigation, and, how easy for 
him to dispatch his report and 
follow his superior to “road- 
island!” 

Man Eating Sharks 

Is there a single instance of a 
shark ever seriously injuring any- 
one in Long Island waters? George 
G. Kress, East Meadow. 

Note: Yes, see article by Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood in October 
1944 Forum. 








John MacAdam is Correct 


Several readers have called our 
attention to John Tooker’s spelling 
of the famous road inventor’s name 
as McAdam (March Forum). 
Preofreading, not Mr. Tooker, was 
at fault. 
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“So help me, the water wasn’t ONCE hot enough 
the whole time ycu were away.” 
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This alibi may hold water! He could be one of those some- 
what rare husbands who ‘1asn’t installed a modern automatic 
GAS water heater. GAS is three times faster... keeps all the 
sparkling-clean hot water you need on tap. Does it with 
a practical size tank, too... and at less cost! Sacrifice an alibi 

and come in for an estimate of 


your hot water needs! 
mly Ga¢ 


automatic water heaters give 
hot water 3 times faster 
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Remembers the Seawanhaka 


The letter of Mrs. William 
Simonson of Mineola in the March 
Forum was of great interest. 
Many elderly residents of Glen 
Cove remember the burning of the 
Seawanhaka in 1880. Notable 
among these is Miss Elizabeth 
Gibbons, now 89 years old. Her 
father, Captain James Gibbons, a 
Hell Gate pilot, was on board at 
the time of the disaster and was 
one of the last to leave the ship. 
After helping many persons off, 
he waded ashore. 

Charles A. Dana, editor of the 
New York Sun, was among those 
who escaped uninjured as were 
Mayor William R. Grace of New 
York and Publisher John Harper 
and his daughter Mabel. Dana 
lived on West Island at Glen Cove 
and is buried in St. Paul’s P. E. 
Church cemetery in this village. 

Peter L. VanSantvoord 
Glen Cove 


Note: A very complete account 
of the Seawanhaka disaster, by 
Harry W. Loweree, Port Washing- 
ton historian, appeared in the 
March 1943 Forum. Bound volumes 
of the Forum are available for 
reference at nearly all Long Island 
libraries. 


Woodhull Station and Others 


The account of Woodhull Park 
Station given by R. E. Fellows in 
January Forum is incomplete. The 
station in question is at a junction, 
as anyone can ascertain from a 
map. It was known as Rockaway 
Junction in the 19th century. The 
next station travelling east was 
Willow Tree, which dated back to 
1860. After that came Queens Sta- 
tion, now called Queens Village. 
Returning to Rockaway Junction, 
it is found that on the United 
States Geological Survey, Brooklyn 
Quadrangle, edition of February, 
1900, the junction station was 
marked, not Rockaway Junction, 
but Woodhull Park. 

There certainly is a mystery 
about the adoption of the latter 
name, how long it endured, and 
why it passed into oblivion. It may 
simply have been that people were 
so used to calling the station Rock- 
away Junction that the new name 
failed to catch on. However, when 
in 1907 the name Hillside was in- 
treduced no such difficulty seems 
to have been experienced. 
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YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 
LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


‘ohe Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 


123 Louden Avenue 


is primed to meet the better taste. 


Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


Amityville, L. I. 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT” 























